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these territories the advantages of freedom, and also the
advantages gained by the renunciation of freedom.
They cannot eat their cake and have it too. Moreover
the prohibition of maritime capture within a wide
distance of either end of the canal would be most one-
sided in its operation, when taken in conjunction with
the liberty demanded by the United States to erect
fortifications commanding the water-way. They would
be able to sink all enemy ships which attempted to pass
through; while their adversaries would be forbidden to
capture any vessel of theirs as it made for the
entrance.

Further, the plan of Mr Elaine is obviously detri-
mental to the integrity and independence of the Central
American Republics, over whom he ostentatiously casts
the mantle of the protection of the United States.
They are to be free to cede portions of their territory to
their powerful neighbour ; and we know what liberty to
get rid of places and positions means under such circum-
stances. In 1881 the vast importance of the canal to
the security and prosperity of the Union was made the
pretext for denouncing treaty obligations and warning
off Europe from the isthmus, In 1884 it was the
excuse for obtaining from Nicaragua territorial con-
cessions of a most important and far-reaching kind.
At present the policy of the Great American Republic
is controlled by men who are wisely determined to take
no part in dubious enterprises beyond her borders. But
if ever it gets back into the hands of Mr Elaine, the
independence of the Central American republics will
indeed be in evil plight. In the very despatch in which
he dwells upon the peaceful purposes of the United
States, and the utter impossibility of any quarrel be-